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"Homo sum et nihil humani a me alienum puto est" is a Latin phrase that 

translates as: "I am a human being, and nothing human is alien to me, I suppose."  

An expression from the comedy of the Roman writer Terence "The Self-Torturer" 

(1, 1, 25). 

 

THE GHOST OF NAPOLEON OVER THE UNIVERSE 
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"I give you my word of honor that this is not true..." wrote Adolf Hitler in a 

personal message to Stalin on May 14, 1941, seeking to dispel not only rumors, but 

already quite obvious signs of an impending attack on the USSR. Exactly five weeks 

after Hitler's assurances to Stalin, the Wehrmacht launched a war against the Red 

Army. This sad event took place 84 years ago (2025 – 1941 = 84). The "partnership" 

political relations between Hitler and Stalin developed after the conclusion of the 

Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact, signed on August 23, 1939. Great Britain managed to 

clash the interests of Japan, the USSR and Mongolia in the Far East. At first, these 

were relatively minor skirmishes over two dominant disputed hills in the Khasan 

Lake area in 1938, and then they escalated into a full-scale army clash on the 

Khalkhin Gol River, which began on May 11, 1939, due to artificial territorial claims 

against the USSR, organized in 1932 by Japan's puppet state of Manchukuo with the 

last Manchu emperor was Pu Yi. This puppet emperor made territorial claims to 

Mongolia, demanding that the state border be moved 25 kilometers west beyond the 

Khalkhin Gol River. On the west bank of the river, the Japanese planned to build a 

railway to supply the troops of the Kwantung Army in the event of war with the 

USSR. All of Britain's interests in the Balkans and China were nullified at once? 
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In order for this strategic railway not to be in the area of Soviet troops' shelling 

when the fighting began, the Japanese needed to push the border of Mongolia inland 

by about 20-25 kilometers. Japan counted, among other things, on the strategic 

opening of a second front against the USSR from Germany in the west, in Europe.  

Such cooperation with Germany would allow the Kwantung Army to build on 

its strategic successes in the Far East against the USSR. Japan signed the allied 

"Anti-Comintern Pact" with Germany, which was in force on November 25, 1936. 

In August 1939, Germany began negotiations with the USSR against the 

background of the successful Japanese offensive in the Far East.  

The powerful Japanese Kwantung army of General Kamatsubara launched a 

decisive offensive against the Soviet-Mongolian troops on August 20, 1939. 

The USSR was under threat of simultaneous "compression" from two fronts: 

from the west (Germany) and from the Far East (Japan).  

A bloody battle broke out on Halkin Gol with the massive use of tanks, 

artillery and aircraft on both sides. The beginning of the battle was not in favor of 

the Red Army.  

At the same time, Hitler was preparing a war against Poland, which 

categorically refused to hand over to Germany the strategic corridor to the port of 

Danzig [Gdansk] on the Baltic Sea.  

Poland was supported by Great Britain and France through bilateral alliance 

agreements between these countries. At the same time, Poland simultaneously had a 

peace treaty on neutrality with the USSR.  

Poland at that time, under the leadership of dictator Pilsudski, had a good army 

and was an insurmountable obstacle for Germany. But Pilsudski died on May 12, 

1935.  At the same time, by 1939, Hitler had completed a 4-year plan for the radical 

rearmament of the Wehrmacht and was significantly ahead of the Polish army in all 

respects. The Wehrmacht has become the best army in the world. This allowed Hitler 

to issue an ultimatum to Poland.  

Great Britain and France were in a contradictory situation, on the one hand, 

they did not want the strategic strengthening of Nazi Germany, but on the other hand, 

they were developing a war plan between Nazi Germany and the Stalinist USSR and 

therefore wanted Germany and the USSR to have a common border, as an important 

condition for creating prerequisites for World War II.  

The ideology of both countries, Hitler's Germany and the USSR, was equally 

dangerous for them, as it implied an attempt at total militarization of national 

economies in order to achieve "world domination", albeit for different ideological 

reasons.  

They were not satisfied with either Hitler or Stalin. And they dreamed of 

pitting them against each other in a deadly, mutually destructive battle. 
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Weakened by the civil strife, they assumed to finish off the "winner" 

themselves in the future. Hitler could attack Poland only if the USSR guaranteed 

neutrality in this conflict. The possible betrayal of Great Britain and France towards 

Poland was obvious to Hitler after the Munich agreement of 1938 and their surrender 

of Czechoslovakia. 

To resolve this issue in favor of the neutrality of the USSR, Hitler offered the 

USSR a kind of "political bribe" that was extremely beneficial to the USSR, which 

Stalin could not and did not want to refuse.  

These were very preferential loans and an economic agreement based on 

unique economic conditions for the industrialization of the USSR. 

These Soviet-German negotiations culminated in Hitler's proposal to sign a 

peace treaty between Germany and the USSR in the form of the Molotov-Ribbentrop 

Pact, with an additional "secret" clause in this treaty on the division of the spheres 

of geopolitical influence of both countries in Europe. This proposal more than tripled 

both Stalin and Hitler at the same time. Why? This "secret" addition jeopardized 

Britain's geopolitical interests, which provoked Churchill's open discontent. The 

geopolitical interests of Germany, Adolf Hitler, and the USSR, Joseph Stalin, were 

solved at the expense of the geopolitical interests of Britain, Winston Churchill. 

The treaty with Germany was Stalin's absolute political success, as the USSR 

benefited more than all the parties to this agreement. The Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact 

was signed on August 23, 1939. The Baltic States and Finland fell into the sphere of 

influence of the USSR. Yugoslavia and Greece fall into Germany's sphere of 

influence. Japan and Great Britain were in mourning. Germany cynically betrayed 

the political interests of Japan along with the British. 

Hitler now had a free hand in the West in the war with Poland. The USSR 

became his situational geopolitical ally in Europe. In this particular case, Hitler 

preferred Germany's own political interests in the West in Europe, directly harming 

Japan's geopolitical military interests in the war against the USSR in the Far East. 

And Stalin had his hands free in the east in the war against Japan at Khalkhin Gol. 

Under these conditions, both Hitler and Stalin very successfully managed to 

avoid a dangerous war on two fronts at the same time. The USSR did not fall into 

the "scissors" between Japan and Germany; and Germany avoided the same 

"scissors" between Poland and the USSR. Immediately on the day of the signing of 

the pact with Germany, Stalin transferred Soviet troops from the west from the 

European part of the USSR to the Far East against Japan. Britain, in a state of near 

hysteria, did everything to support the deceived Japan against the USSR in the Far 

East. In the USSR, decisive military superiority over Japan was created, and at the 

same time, Hitler's decisive superiority over Poland appeared. Hitler, with his 

decisive military superiority, attacked Poland on September 1, 1939 and defeated 39 

Polish divisions by October 6, 1939, thus starting World War II.  
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The USSR and Germany intensively exchanged military, scientific, industrial 

technologies and delegations, dramatically improving their advantage over all other 

countries on the planet. 

Immediately after the signing of the Pact on August 23, 1939 (on the same 

day) Stalin ordered General Stern, who replaced Marshal Blucher as commander of 

the Far Eastern Front, Commander Zhukov, commander of the 57th Army Corps, 

and General Smushkevich, commander of the Air Force, to launch a decisive 

offensive by Soviet-Mongolian troops against the Japanese troops of the Kwantung 

Army.  

As a result, Japan suffered a crushing defeat, betrayed by Germany, its 

strategic ally. During the war on the Khalkhin Gol River, Japanese losses exceeded 

60,000 killed, wounded, prisoners and missing. The Red Army has about 10,000 

dead and missing, and 15,000 wounded.  

Japan concluded an armistice with the USSR on September 15, 1939, and 

harbored a deep political grudge against Germany's strategic betrayal. 

In 1939, the USSR and Germany celebrated the victory of their successful 

joint international policy. On September 22, 1939, they held a solemn military 

parade of "one Russian and one German regiments" in Brest and divided the 

destroyed Poland, betrayed by its allies (France and Great Britain) by mutual 

agreement signed on September 21, 1939. 

Offended, Japan concluded a neutrality treaty with the USSR on April 13, 

1941, without asking permission from Berlin. Subsequently, during the decisive 

battle for Moscow in December 1941, Japan took short-sighted and petty revenge on 

Hitler.  

Japan defiantly rejected Germany's request and did not open a second front 

against the USSR in the Far East, remaining faithful to the treaty of neutrality with 

the USSR. But that didn't save her from retribution. 

And, in the end, this "political revenge and pettiness" became a kind of 

"political tragedy" for both Germany and Japan. Stalin outsmarted both of his worst 

enemies. He pitted his enemies against each other and then defeated them one by 

one. 

Stalin's international policy objectively and strategically saved the USSR from 

defeat, both in WWII and GPW at the same time.  

This made it possible for Stalin to avoid a dangerous war on two fronts for the 

second time by transferring Siberian divisions in the opposite direction to Moscow 

from the Far East in December 1941. 

It was the Siberian divisions that put the Wehrmacht to flight in the Battle of 

Moscow on December 5, 1941.  

Churchill was "very unhappy" both times. Stalin twice missed the strategic 

trap set for him by Great Britain.  
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In this case, he outplayed Churchill, avoiding a deadly war on two fronts 

during WWII and the Great Patriotic War [GPW]. 

The distance between Brest and Moscow is 997 kilometers. The Wehrmacht 

overcame it with battles, walking about 200 kilometers per month, or 7 kilometers 

per day, and should have traveled 70-100 km per day if the blitzkrieg plan had been 

implemented by Germany. On November 7, 1941, a parade was held on Red Square 

in Moscow on the 24th anniversary of the Great October Revolution.  

The parade was attended by 28,5 thousand of military personnel and people's 

militia, who went straight from the square to the front. Hitler felt a fit of rage when 

he unexpectedly realized: Moscow's powerful air defense did not allow the 

Luftwaffe to bomb the capital of the USSR.  

Reich Minister of Armaments and Ammunition Fritz Todt told Hitler on 

November 29, 1941: "In military and political terms, the war against the USSR by 

the Wehrmacht has been lost." Hitler did not believe Fritz Todt.  

But just a week after this statement, on December 5, 1941, the Red Army 

launched a successful counteroffensive near Moscow. The Red Army pushed the 

Wehrmacht back 150-200 km from its capital, which Stalin did not leave during the 

entire battle of Moscow.  

Hitler, however, still remained trapped in his illusions about the "defeat of the 

Red Army," and on December 11, 1941, Germany "by inertia" declared a suicidal 

war with the United States after Japan's attack on the American ocean fleet at Pearl 

Harbor on December 7, 1941.  

After the Japanese attack on the American naval ocean fleet at Pearl Harbor 

on December 7, 1941, the war became a full-scale "World War II" [WWII].  

Hitler acted according to the rule of Napoleon I Bonaparte: "You need to get 

involved in battle first, and then how it will be." 

Hitler's plan: to defeat the USSR quickly through a rapid "blitzkrieg", to untie 

the hands of Japan, to neutralize the United States and break Great Britain was 

announced by Hitler at the very moment when this plan collapsed like a tree felled 

by the roots. It was the end of the British Empire. Churchill was taken out of the 

Big Political Game by Roosevelt. 

After the defeat of the Wehrmacht near Moscow, Japan, Turkey - [and, 

perhaps, the "cunning" Great Britain, which had Hess himself, Hitler's deputy in the 

NAZI party, as hostages?] - finally and irrevocably refused to open a second front 

against the USSR. (The «Questions of Hess's role» in the UK is still open.) 

This decision saved Turkey from defeat, but it did not help Japan in any way. 

Stalin psychologically literally struck down the head of the British Foreign 

Ministry, Anthony Eden, who arrived in Moscow on December 15, 1941, inviting 

him, as if nothing had happened, to discuss as the main issue the "post-war 

structure of Europe."  
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Germany's declaration of war on the United States and the transfer of the war 

from local European to World War II automatically made Stalin the winner in 

World War II.  

The United States was forced to open a full-fledged military lend-lease for the 

USSR, starting in 1942. Hitler was doomed for this reason. Roosevelt, the president 

of the United States, relied on Stalin. 

Hitler committed political suicide on December 11, 1941. 

Eden was almost speechless with surprise, not understanding what was 

happening. Stalin sat before him not as a humiliated and defeated petitioner, but as 

the victor of Germany. He gave Eden an impressive tour near Moscow. He was 

shown mountains of frozen corpses of German soldiers, crowds of frostbitten and 

sick German prisoners, broken German equipment and fleeing Wehrmacht troops to 

the horizon. 

This is how Napoleon I Bonaparte fled Russia in 1812. From that moment on, 

Academician Tarle, who wrote the history of Napoleon in 1933, finally became 

Stalin's favorite.  

In 1937, Stalin allowed Tarle to return from exile to Leningrad and resume his 

university professorship there. The removal of Tarle's criminal record and his 

reinstatement in the USSR Academy of Sciences took place in the same 1937 year. 

During the personal conversations of the writer Konstantin Simonov with 

Marshal of the USSR Georgy Zhukov in 1965, it became clear for the first time that 

on the eve of the Second World War, Stalin and Hitler exchanged personal letters.  

In 1941, Hitler did everything to confuse the USSR with the date of the 

German attack on the USSR, and even in writing on May 14, 1941, "gave his word 

of honor personally to Stalin that Germany did not plan to attack the USSR."  

This letter was written by Hitler personally and was sent by Ju-52 plane to 

Stalin on May 14, 1941 directly from Berlin to Moscow.  

The date of the beginning of the war against the Soviet Union - June 22, 1941 

- was not yet approved by Hitler.  

Hitler made the final decision on the date of the attack on the USSR only on 

May 30, 1941. 

Hitler secretly signed the order to begin preparing a plan of attack on the 

USSR on July 21, 1940, a month after the defeat of France [the date of signing 

France's surrender to Germany is June 22, 1940, exactly 1 year before the attack on 

the USSR]. 

The USSR, in this plan of Hitler, outlined in his program book "Mein Kampf", 

was identified as the main, deadly and uncompromising geopolitical enemy of Nazi 

Germany, which was subject to complete physical and strategic destruction, 

eventually.  

The population of the USSR was subject to complete physical extermination. 
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Operational Directive No. 21 for the headquarters of the operational 

leadership of the Supreme High Command of the Wehrmacht, Hitler signed, already 

as the "Barbarossa Plan", on December 18, 1940, after the failure of his state 

negotiations with Molotov, which took place from November 12 to November 14, 

1940 in Berlin. Hitler did not like the hidden strategic claims of the USSR to 

Romanian oil through Bessarabia. Hitler did not like the rapid growth of the Red 

Army's military power, which brought the Red Army closer to military parity with 

the Wehrmacht. 

Stalin gave Zhukov, the chief of the General Staff of the Red Army, a general 

of the army, to read this personal letter from Hitler to him only on June 14, 1941.  

It was on this day of the publication in the USSR of the second "TASS 

Message" dated June 14, 1941, that Zhukov began to insist to Stalin that all Soviet 

troops be brought to full combat readiness. Within six months, the German 

command, according to Soviet army intelligence, concentrated about ≈3.2 million 

Wehrmacht soldiers on the borders of the USSR. Hitler could not put his control over 

the Romanian oil fields in Ploiesti at risk of Soviet aviation. Zhukov therefore began 

to insist on carrying out official mobilization in the USSR. But it was impossible to 

change Stalin's mind. Stalin probably misunderstood the algorithm and logic of the 

actions of the Fuhrer and the German General Staff. Stalin was formally afraid of 

provoking Hitler by the very fact of the beginning of official mass mobilization in 

the USSR. But Stalin did the opposite: he was not afraid of what he needed to be 

afraid of, and was not afraid of what really posed a danger. On the same day of the 

publication of the second TASS report dated June 14, 1941, "Hitler gathered the 

entire flower of the Wehrmacht generals in the Reich Chancellery.  

German generals and admirals listened to Hitler's last policy instructions 

before the war, which he planned as a fleeting blitzkrieg. All of them, later in their 

memoirs, who told about their doubts, had a good opportunity to share them with 

Hitler right at the conference. However, no one has done this. At that moment, they 

were in complete solidarity with the Fuhrer, shared his assessments and the political 

objectives of the war." "Summing up the preparations for the war according to the 

Barbarossa plan, Hitler emphasized the special nature of the unfolding conflict. 

Keitel recalled at Nuremberg: "The main theme was that there was a decisive battle 

between two ideologies and that the practice to which we, as soldiers, are 

accustomed... it should be defined by completely different standards."  

"According to Keitel, Hitler gave orders to carry out unprecedented terror in 

Russia by "brutal" methods. But none of the generals present expressed their 

disagreement with the Fuhrer at this last meeting at Headquarters before the war." 

"At this last big meeting before the start of the Barbarossa, the heads of the 

German rulers were occupied by the possibility of peace proposals that the USSR 

could put forward at the last moment and disrupt the war.  
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To prevent this, it was decided that in any case, Soviet diplomats would not 

be able to "break through" to Hitler or Ribbentrop. The officials were ordered to 

respond that both were not in place at the moment, or they were out of range. 

All of Stalin's diplomatic attempts to assure Hitler of his "peacefulness" ran 

into Hitler's harsh counterarguments: "What devil made Stalin conclude a friendship 

treaty between the USSR and Yugoslavia on April 5, 1941, at 10 p.m. in the Kremlin, 

without prior consultations with Berlin, since Yugoslavia was part of Germany's 

zone of interests?" 

For Hitler, this was a pure "casus belli" for starting a war against the USSR, 

which freed him from the obligations of the 1939 alliance Treaty with Stalin (the 

Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact). Was it probably Stalin's political mistake, and was Hitler 

not going to forgive Stalin for this mistake? 

Unexpectedly for Hitler, the USSR began to rapidly rearm, using the respite 

from the 1939 treaty. The military parity between the Red Army and the Wehrmacht 

categorically did not suit Hitler. He needed the USSR only as the second defeated 

Poland in the subordinate position of an obliging satellite and vassal. 

Hitler understood that a major protracted war against the USSR was 

impossible for Germany. And then Stalin suddenly "exposed himself" to the German 

attack? It was "luck" for Hitler? Yugoslavia was in the zone of interests of 

Germany, and not in the zone of interests of the USSR, since from its airfields it was 

possible to bomb oil fields in Romania, in Ploiesti – the only major strategic source 

of oil for Germany. And after all this apparent anti-German alliance between the 

USSR and Yugoslavia, what reaction did Stalin expect from Hitler, having also 

captured Bessarabia? According to Hitler, this is not the way to deal with a "strategic 

ally." Stalin did himself literally force Hitler to attack Yugoslavia on April 6, 1941, 

in order to protect the only major strategic oil sources available to Germany in 

Europe from the bombing of both Yugoslavia and its now ally, the USSR? It was 

impossible to deny this fact of «strategic betrayal», so to speak, to Stalin before 

Hitler. In this situation, Stalin, as they say, drove Hitler into a corner himself, 

probably unwittingly? This was objectively a form of political suicide for the USSR?  

This was a direct pretext for Hitler to declare war on Germany against the 

USSR [casus belli]? Because of his excitement, Hitler began to sleep only 3-4 hours 

a day. His inner tension was transmitted to everyone around him.  

Stalin clearly wanted to trick the Wehrmacht forces in 1941 from the USSR 

to Yugoslavia in order to prevent the German attack on the USSR in 1941. According 

to his calculations, the Wehrmacht was supposed to be "stuck" in Yugoslavia and 

Greece for the entire summer of 1941. Would Hitler then have been forced to 

postpone the start of the war against the USSR to 1942? But Hitler was in a hurry 

and managed to end the war with Yugoslavia very quickly, winning by April 18, 

1941.  
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The date of the attack on the USSR eventually changed in Berlin several times 

and finally moved from May 15, 1941 to June 22, 1941, which did not suit Stalin at 

all. 

Stalin's plan to "sabotage" Hitler's war plans was foiled. Hitler understood 

everything perfectly and was very angry at Stalin's "cunning", having received direct 

evidence from his Abwehr, which proved the secret participation of the USSR 

special services in organizing the anti-German coup in Yugoslavia. It was not 

possible to hide the "ears" of Soviet intelligence from Kanaris' agents. 

With this step of concluding an allied "treacherous" anti-German treaty with 

Yugoslavia, Stalin personally frightened Hitler and openly provoked the Fuhrer of 

Germany to attack the USSR. Hitler considered the Agreement with Stalin dated 

August 23, 1939 to be de facto null and void. 

Hitler took revenge on Stalin for the anti-German coup in Yugoslavia. On June 

22, 1941, at 4 a.m., the Luftwaffe defeated the USSR border aviation at Soviet 

airfields so that its commander, General Kopets, shot himself, and Stalin shot his 

deputy himself? 

Hitler was afraid of Stalin's treachery and cunning. Is that why he stopped 

trusting all his promises and arrangements? Therefore, Hitler did not come to 

Moscow on a state visit in July 1941, but began a war against the USSR on June 22, 

1941, for Stalin's unfriendly secret organization and then open support of the USSR 

for the Yugoslav anti-German coup?  

Did he and Hitler become political enemies at one point? Stalin blamed 

Molotov precisely for the fact that Molotov failed to ensure Hitler's state visit to the 

USSR in July 1941. Molotov failed to outwit Hitler at the Berlin talks in November 

1940? 

The British probably managed to convince Hitler that if he attacked Britain 

according to the Sea Lion plan, his "strategic ally" Stalin would "treacherously" stab 

him in the back when his troops withdrew from Poland to the English Channel and 

will he bomb his oil sources in Romania, forcing the Wehrmacht to surrender to the 

Red Army?  

Hitler therefore attacked the USSR himself, deciding first to "quickly" defeat 

the USSR, and then, without fear for his rear, to conquer Great Britain. Hitler 

obviously did not want to fight on two fronts at once. 

Zhukov saw Stalin's catastrophe as a personality. He saw how Hitler 

outsmarted Stalin, a man to whom public opinion attributed "ingenious cunning."  

Stalin wanted to avoid a war with Hitler in 1941 at all costs, but in fact 

everything he did only accelerated this war. He started preparing for the German 

attack late. In this situation, the staff of the Red Army General Staff: Vatutin, 

Vasilevsky, Zhukov and Timoshenko suggested to Stalin that they themselves launch 

a preventive offensive against the Wehrmacht on June ≈12, 1941.  
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Meetings on this topic were held at Stalin's Kremlin on June 3, June 6, June 

9, and June 17, 1941. Was there probably no other way to correct Stalin's mistake 

with Yugoslavia? Should we have attacked Germany ourselves, attacked first? If 

you swung, should you have hit? 

 

But Stalin did not approve this plan, which was probably his strategic 

mistake? The essence of the issue today we will not know for sure. Vatutin did not 

live to see the end of the Second World War, and Vasilevsky, Zhukov, and 

Timoshenko did not report him anywhere else. But this plan of a victorious 

preemptive strike remained on the military maps of the USSR General Staff. 

Hitler was very afraid of just such a preemptive strike by the Red Army against 

German troops who had not yet completed their deployment to the border to attack 

the USSR.  

For the Wehrmacht, this could have been a complete and devastating beating 

by the newest Soviet tanks of outdated German tanks, as well as German manpower, 

and the powerful Red Army border bomber aircraft. 

Stalin did not use this advantageous strategic moment, although it might 

have been a complete defeat for Germany and the loss of the entire Barbarossa plan 

from the very beginning?  

Therefore, Hitler accelerated all Wehrmacht military operations in Yugoslavia 

as quickly as possible, leaving Stalin no hope of exploiting this strategic mistake of 

his own at the time of the deployment of the Wehrmacht on the border with the 

USSR. 

After these events in Yugoslavia on May 6, 1941, Stalin assumed the post 

of Chairman of the Council of People's Commissars — this indicated that he was 

ready to begin direct negotiations personally with Hitler, the head of the German 

government. 

He immediately began making "goodwill gestures" towards Germany, 

blaming his obviously politically unsuccessful anti-German treaty with the USSR 

and the "rebels" in Yugoslavia.  

And at the same time, it was from this moment that Stalin began to prepare 

especially deeply strategically for war with Germany.  

On the same day, May 6, 1941, Stalin instructed Kosygin, Beria and 

Voznesensky to urgently prepare about 2,000 production sites in the east of the 

USSR [in the Urals and Siberia] for the evacuation of leading military and industrial 

plants from the proposed theater of military operations in the western part of the 

USSR, as they would immediately become targets of Luftwaffe bombing.  

Kuibyshev was made the reserve capital of the USSR. In particular, the 

production of IL-2 attack aircraft was concentrated there. 
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It was this strategic decision of Stalin that really helped to bring about ≈1,500 

of the most important military and industrial enterprises from the west of the country 

to the east after June 22, 1941, and ultimately win the entire strategy of the Second 

World War and GPW. The USSR thus managed to maintain its military-industrial 

complex and its own weapons production. This became a key condition for the 

victory of the USSR in WWII and GPW as a whole.  

On May 8, 1941, TASS issued the first refutation of reports of an alleged 

concentration of German troops near the borders of the USSR. The next day, on May 

9, 1941, the Soviet government refused to recognize and maintain the diplomatic 

missions of Belgium, Norway and Yugoslavia.  

On May 12, 1941, the Soviet Union recognized the government of Rashid Ali 

in Iraq, supported by the Germans. But this only led to an even greater cooling of 

his personal relations with Hitler, who no longer openly believed Stalin.  

On May 6, 1941, Stalin began an unspoken de facto "competition" with Hitler 

on the deployment of his national armies: the Red Army and the Wehrmacht, which 

inevitably takes place at the beginning of any war.  

That is, there was no "surprise" in the preparation and beginning of the GPW, 

in fact, neither for Germany nor for the USSR.  

Even the clearance of the ground for the passage of troops was practically 

going on, probably simultaneously from both sides towards each other [sappers from 

both sides simply bumped into each other and "apologized", without translating 

these facts into formal incidents]?  

Was Hitler just a little ahead of Stalin in deploying the Wehrmacht and 

managed to strike the USSR first? Was the "suddenness" of this attack really artificial 

for the USSR, formal, more political and diplomatic in nature?  

Formally, Hitler really declared war on the USSR after the beginning of the 

actual fighting of the Wehrmacht against the Red Army.  

This is a fact reported by the defectors. Hitler saw that Stalin was preparing 

for war very intensively and seriously. This irritated him. Therefore, he forced the 

events. 

Especially when he was shown the new Soviet MiG-3 fighter. He realized that 

Stalin had a real air defense fighter, which later successfully defended the skies of 

Moscow in 1941. He was forced to reward Soviet test pilots who conducted test 

demonstration flights in Germany on the best German aircraft. This level of Soviet 

aviation was an unpleasant revelation for him. 

On May 6, 1941, Stalin instructed Lieutenant General I.S. Konev to secretly 

form the 19th army from formations and units of the North Caucasus Military 

District [NCMD] and deploy it in the Cherkassy region as a reserve for the People's 

Commissar of Defense of the USSR in the direction of Stalin's proposed main 

strategic strike of the German army in Ukraine. 
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In fact, this direction was identified by Marshal Tukhachevsky as the most 

attractive, from his point of view, for Germany's strategy. Stalin personally edited 

Tukhachevsky's public articles on the strategy of the Red Army, for example, 

Tukhachevsky's article "Military Plans of present-day Germany" [received by the 

newspaper «Pravda» on March 29, 1935]. This article, which defined the strategy of 

the Red Army in the pre-war years, was personally ruled by Stalin, fulfilling the de 

facto role of Tukhachevsky's co-author. It was only after visa of Stalin that 

Tukhachevsky's most important article was published. It was published in the 

newspaper «Pravda» on March 31, 1935, No. 89, p. 2. It was known and studied by 

all the military academies of the world, including Hitler personally and the entire 

German General Staff. 

 
The original article by Tukhachevsky, sent by him to the editorial office of the 

newspaper Pravda on March 29, 1935 

 

 
Amendments to Tukhachevsky's article were made by the hand personally of 

Comrade Stalin. 
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The transfer of Konev's 19th army to the western border was conducted in the 

strictest secrecy, so as not to alert Hitler and provoke his attack on the USSR in 1941.  

But Stalin did not have time to completely close the western border with a 

secret reserve. Only one full-fledged "reserve" 19th Konev army was formed. But it 

was clearly not enough. It was necessary to have at least two more such reserve 

armies of the Red Army High Command. 

Stalin would have managed to form a full-fledged reserve line of defense in 

the west only by the beginning of 1942. It was necessary to win no more than 4-6 

months from the Wehrmacht. Hitler simply outstripped the Red Army in deploying 

German troops to launch the first preemptive strike against the USSR. And he was 

not going to deprive himself of this primacy.  

Stalin realized that he was not in control of the situation. Churchill really 

owned the situation. Did the latter manage to pit both his political opponents, Stalin 

and Hitler, against each other, and thus saved Britain from a theoretically possible 

joint allied attack by these two militarily powerful European countries?  

This could well have been the case, in the sense of joint military actions by 

the USSR and Germany, if Molotov had not failed negotiations in Berlin with Hitler 

on November 12-14, 1940?  

Churchill made the most desperate attempts to disrupt possible joint actions 

of Germany and the USSR against Great Britain. Most likely, he managed to recruit 

Admiral Kanaris, the head of the Abwehr, and through him he learned all of Hitler's 

plans? Did British disinformation reach Hitler directly through Canaris?  

In February 1944, Kanaris was removed from the leadership of the Abwehr 

and sent to the post of managing the headquarters for combating the economic 

blockade (in fact, under house arrest).  

The failed assassination attempts on Hitler on April 20, 1944, which killed 

Erwin Rommel, played a fatal role in the fate of Wilhelm Kanaris. After a thorough 

search in one of the Abwehr military camps, RSHA officers discovered the admiral's 

personal diary, which, in addition to negative statements about Hitler, contained 

materials about the conspiracy, proving that Wilhelm was well aware of it. 

Wilhelm Canaris was hanged in the Flossenbürg concentration camp on April 

9, 1945, exactly one month before the unconditional surrender of the German armed 

forces in World War II. 

Did Churchill take revenge and set Germany against the USSR, making Hess 

a hostage, who flew to Churchill on May 10, 1941 on Hitler's personal instructions 

to negotiate joint actions between Germany and Great Britain against the USSR 

during WWII and the GPW? Did Hitler himself keep in touch with British 

intelligence, probably through the same Abwehr chief Admiral Kanaris, who 

enjoyed Hitler's full confidence, as he helped Hitler come to power in Germany in 

1933-1934 and then strongly supported him during the Munich agreement in 1938? 
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But did Churchill manage to deceive Hitler? Perhaps Churchill gave Hitler 

consent to a joint attack on the USSR, but then did not fulfill it? And Hitler fulfilled 

this agreement with Churchill, believing Canaris, and it turned out that de facto 

Germany attacked the USSR "alone"?  

This is exactly what Stalin did, who delayed the introduction of Red Army 

troops into Poland as much as possible, forcing Germany to conquer Poland alone.  

The Red Army troops entered the territory of Poland only after waiting for 

Germany, all alone (the Slovak army does not count), to defeat the Polish army? Did 

it turn out that Hitler attacked Poland "alone"?  

The USSR took back its territories in the already defeated Poland only when 

the Polish government ceased to exist and fled abroad. In this scenario, Churchill 

clearly framed Hitler, holding his deputy in the party, Gass, hostage for the entire 

war?  

Thus, probably through his channel in the Abwehr, Churchill learned from 

Hitler himself the date of the alleged German attack on the USSR, which Churchill 

gloatingly informed Stalin about on the eve of the war? Stalin probably thought that 

Churchill was deliberately quarreling with Hitler and considered this message 

"another British provocation or disinformation"? 

Stalin was completely confused after this written message, which came 

officially from Churchill? 

This was the ultimate goal of both Hitler and Churchill at the same time, 

although each of them acted in their own interests, which coincidentally historically 

coincided? Maybe, in the end, Kanaris was then the same "secret agent Werther" and 

not only for Churchill, but also for Stalin? The role of Admiral Canaris in the fate of 

the Nazi regime in Germany cannot be overestimated. 

https://web.archive.org/web/20200129194026/https://rg.ru/2008/06/20/stalin

-gitler.html 

All that day [June 21, 1941] Stalin, Molotov, Timoshenko, Beria and other 

members of the Politburo did not actually part. They gathered and dispersed, only to 

meet again in an hour or two. 

Stalin was greatly concerned by the increasingly threatening intelligence 

reports. Was he literally torn between the bitter reality and the mistaken belief in the 

infallibility of his intuition? 

Meanwhile, Marshal Timoshenko reported on the first German deserter who 

had crossed the Bug River and announced that the German offensive would begin 

allegedly at dawn on June 22, 1941.  

On the night of June 22, 1941, Zhukov received a call from General Purkaev 

from the Kiev Military District, who was at the People's Commissariat of Defense 

to monitor the operational situation near the western borders. 

 

 

https://web.archive.org/web/20200129194026/https:/rg.ru/2008/06/20/stalin-gitler.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20200129194026/https:/rg.ru/2008/06/20/stalin-gitler.html
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General Purkaev reported on the second German deserter, a senior sergeant 

in the German army, according to whom the war would begin today, June 22, 1941, 

at four o'clock in the morning. 

On June 20, 1941, the Soviet ambassador in Berlin, Dekanozov, warned Beria 

that a German attack was imminent. Beria threatened his protege with trouble if he 

continued to talk about the war to Stalin, but sent this "disinformation" to Stalin with 

a note: "Our people and I, Joseph Vissarionovich, firmly remember your wise 

prediction: Hitler will not attack the USSR in 1941!" 

Stalin angrily muttered that the slow-moving Kartlian was not smart enough 

to understand the intricacies of world politics. Molotov agreed with Stalin in unison: 

"Only a fool can attack us, Comrade Stalin," "but Hitler is not a fool."  

General Golikov suddenly also sent Stalin new intelligence reports. "This 

information of yours," Stalin wrote on the reports, "is an English provocation. Find 

the author and punish him!" Stalin did not believe that Hitler would start a war.  

In the late afternoon, a call came from the Fire Department in the Kremlin: 

documents were being burned at the German embassy. Stalin called Khrushchev in 

Kiev and warned Khrushchev that war with Germany could begin the next day, June 

21, 1941.  

Stalin and Molotov, judging by their joint actions, preferred to turn a blind eye 

to all the warnings. They allegedly had certain reasons for such behavior.  

What were these "reasons"? In the West, Germany was still at war with 

Britain; guerrilla Yugoslavia had not been conquered. The German armed forces 

seemed to be scattered throughout Europe; new German weapons had allegedly not 

yet been put into production.  

Even taking into account their satellites, the ratio of material resources and 

military forces did not seem to be in favor of Germany, which means that "sober-

minded" politicians, if Hitler was one of them, could not but envisage the option of 

a protracted and disastrous war for Germany against the USSR?  

The seemingly "improvisation" with the deployment of the German Armed 

Forces on the western borders of the USSR almost looked like some kind of purely 

provocative adventure or Hitler's bluff? 

Stalin clearly did not take into account that the «Barbarossa plan» was based 

on the idea of a short-term blitzkrieg algorithm. That is, it was a war plan without 

reserves, without large material reserves, like a one-act rapid operation plan. 

It was a fundamentally new strategy of tanks and airplanes in the wars of the 

20th century. Stalin's intellect may have been "stuck" in the monographs of the 

military of the 19th century and the beginning of the 20th century, with an 

assessment, at best, of the results of the positional First World War and Engels' work 

on military affairs.? But no one knows the exact reason for Stalin's delusions.  
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There is only the dispassionate historical fact of these misconceptions, which 

led to what it led to. 

https://web.archive.org/web/20200129194026/https:/rg.ru/2008/06/20/stalin-

gitler.html 

On Saturday, June 21, 1941, it was unusually hot in both Moscow and Berlin. 

The longest day of the year - even in the evening the sun was high. The whole of 

Moscow rushed to the reservoirs.  

"Rigoletto" and "La Traviata" were performed at the opera. And at the western 

borders of the USSR, the movement of German troops did not stop.  

Stalin allegedly ordered General Pavlov, the commander of the Western Front, 

to disarm the front troops subordinate to him so that they could not even accidentally 

respond to the provocations of the German troops, but personally attend a concert at 

the opera house in Minsk in the evening, which was specially organized and sent 

from Moscow.  

Moreover, Stalin allegedly personally checked the execution of his order and 

called Pavlov right during the performance at the theater on the evening of June 21, 

1941? German intelligence had to verify the "peacefulness" of the USSR. Did the 

German spies know and "lead" them, but not touch them, so that they would 

"correctly" inform their leadership in Berlin about the "peacefulness" of the USSR? 

Officers of the western military districts were released on leave. The troops 

were taken to camps, away from the border. Were the Germans preparing to attack, 

and Stalin allegedly gave the order to disarm his troops? Complete surrealism?  

It is clear that Stalin did not believe any reports about the imminent outbreak 

of war between Germany and the USSR. Was he waiting for Hitler's state visit to 

Moscow, to the Kremlin in July 1941, which was being prepared by Molotov?  

A state visit by Hitler would definitely rule out a German attack on the USSR 

in 1941. Both Hitler and Stalin understood this. But Hitler was adamant.  

Did he probably believe that Stalin had deceived himself? Stalin was waiting 

for Hitler's visit to Moscow in July 1941 and firmly believed in this «carrot»? 

 

On the eve of the "great event" of the outbreak of World War II, Hitler decided 

to ride around Berlin with Goebbels.  

On his lap was the text of the declaration of war on the Soviet Union. Such a 

declaration of war on the USSR has not yet been made. From the very beginning, it 

was planned by Hitler as "politically sudden" in order not to give the USSR time to 

mobilize. 

Goebbels wrote down his impressions: "As the decisive moment approaches, 

the Fuhrer seems to be getting rid of his fear. 

That's how it's always been. It is clear that Hitler has relaxed, and his fatigue 

has completely passed."  

 

https://web.archive.org/web/20200129194026/https:/rg.ru/2008/06/20/stalin-gitler.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20200129194026/https:/rg.ru/2008/06/20/stalin-gitler.html


17 
 

Hitler was worried about which musical screensavers would precede 

broadcasts from the Eastern Front.  

He stopped at a few bars of Liszt's "Preludes." He told his architect Speer: 

"You will often hear these sounds now. Do you like it? We will be able to export 

granite and marble from Russia in any quantities we need." 

At the same time, Stalin in the Kremlin, in Moscow, at the same time, was 

greatly concerned about the increasingly threatening intelligence reports. 

Marshal of the USSR Timoshenko reported to the members of the Politburo 

about the second German deserter who swam across the Bug River and announced 

that the German offensive would begin at dawn on June 22, 1941. Stalin was torn 

between bitter reality and a mistaken belief in the infallibility of his intuition. 

At about seven o'clock in the evening on June 21, 1941, Stalin ordered the 

German ambassador to be summoned for an explanation and to present him with a 

formal protest on duty against the reconnaissance flights of German aviation.  

Schulenburg became convinced that the People's commissar still did not 

understand what a terrible ordeal his country could face. Molotov asked Schulenburg 

why Germany was unhappy with its Russian "ally". And why are the women and 

children from the German embassy leaving Moscow?  

Schulenburg replied to Molotov: "Not all women. My wife is still in town." 

At night, Schulenburg transmitted the contents of this conversation to Berlin.  

Meanwhile, an encrypted message was being sent from the German capital - 

a Ribbentrop telegram dated June 21, 1941, marked "very urgent, state secret, for 

the ambassador personally": 

"Upon receipt of this telegram, all encrypted materials still available at the 

embassy must be destroyed.  

The radio must be disabled. Please inform Herr Molotov as soon as you 

receive my telegram that you have an urgent message for him..." 

Concerned about the information received from two German defectors, all 

three high-ranking military officers, Timoshenko, Zhukov and Budyonny - (Deputy 

People's Commissar of Defense and commander of the reserve front, Budyonny 

knew Stalin much better than the others and was less afraid of him) - hurried to the 

Kremlin. 

Referring to the data of these two German deserters, Timoshenko and Zhukov 

even harshly suggested that Stalin bring the Red Army troops to a state of full combat 

readiness. In response, Stalin addressed the audience: "Well, what are we going to 

do?" The members of the Politburo sat in silence like mannequins. 

Finally, Tymoshenko said: "All troops in the border areas must be brought to 

full combat readiness." 

Stalin: "Or maybe they [the Germans] specifically sent this deserter to 

provoke us?" 
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Stalin asked Zhukov to read out the order to bring the troops to full combat 

readiness. 

Zhukov began to read the already prepared order, but Stalin interrupted him: 

"Now it is premature to issue such a direct order on readiness to repel the German 

attack on the USSR. Perhaps the situation can be resolved by peaceful means." 

Therefore, on June 21, 1941, an ambiguous Order of the People's 

Commissariat of Defense No. 1 was drawn up, edited personally by Stalin, 

according to which the Red Army troops could not respond to any «German 

provocations». 

This Order No. 1 of the People's Commissariat of Defense was received by 

the troops on June 22, 1941, after midnight, just 1 hour before the German attack, 

which began at 3:15 a.m. on June 22, 1941. 

The order was strikingly ambiguous: the troops were put on "alert", but they 

should not do anything that could "provoke" the Germans. The young admiral of the 

USSR Kuznetsov, commander of the Naval Forces of the USSR, asked Zhukov in 

complete amazement: "Is the use of weapons allowed?" 

Zhukov, who himself suffered in the fantastic atmosphere of semi-pranks, 

answered the admiral shortly: "Yes." Zhukov took responsibility for this decision. 

Zhukov's permission literally saved the Soviet Navy from an inevitable disaster like 

the American Pearl Harbor. 

Delighted and elated, Admiral Kuznetsov immediately returned to the 

headquarters of the USSR Navy and brought all the warships of the USSR to the 

state of "full combat readiness No. 1". While the rest of the army and the Red Army 

aviation stared in amazement at the outlandish Order of the People's Commissariat 

of Defense of the USSR, on the 1800 km long front, the sailors at least knew exactly 

what they needed to do. For this reason, the Soviet fleet did not suffer any further 

losses after the first attack on it by German troops. The attack of the Wehrmacht, the 

Luftwaffe and the German navy was very successfully repulsed by Kuznetsov. 

At half past one o'clock in the morning on June 22, 1941, Zhukov called 

Stalin, got him out of bed and reported that the third deserter, a worker from Berlin, 

Communist Alfred Liskov, had swum across the Prut and reported that the order for 

the Wehrmacht to march against the USSR had just been read out in his unit. 

Stalin ordered Zhukov to immediately shoot the third German Communist 

defector, Alfred Liskov, "for disinformation." 

But the NKVD firing squad did not have time to physically carry out Stalin's 

order - while the German communist defector was being interrogated, the German 

war against the USSR broke out immediately along the entire front of contact 

between the Red Army and the Wehrmacht from the White Sea to the Black Sea. 
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But Stalin did not believe Zhukov even here. He ordered Molotov to 

immediately call Berlin and personally inform Hitler's "strategic ally" about the 

provocations on the German-Soviet border by three German Communist defectors. 

Stalin probably had the idea that maybe Hitler didn't know anything about 

what was happening on the border between Germany and the USSR, and that 

"German Communist provocateurs and deserters" were to blame for everything? 

But the phone of Hitler's "strategic ally" in Berlin was not responding. Did 

Stalin only now suspect that Hitler had deceived him? 

It was impossible to look at Stalin. His realization of the tragedy, of which he 

was guilty in the singular, was inexpressibly terrible.  

Zhukov was almost the only one witness to this (and this testimony later cost 

Zhukov dearly after the end of the Second World War and the GPW). 

Allegedly, Stalin said at that time under Zhukov: "Lenin left the USSR to us, 

and we 'lost' him? This stage of the global confrontation remained with Churchill. 

Stalin, unfortunately, did not know at all, and his intelligence also did not 

know at all that: 

On June 21, 1941, at 13:00 Berlin time, a conditional signal "Dortmund" 

was transmitted on German radio, which signaled the beginning of the 

implementation of the «Barbarossa plan», the command to implement the 

Wehrmacht's attack plan on the USSR. 

According to the order of the Commander-in-Chief of the German Ground 

Forces dated June 10, 1941, at 13:00 on June 21, 1941, one of two signals was to 

be transmitted to the German troops: "Dortmund" or "Altona".  

The «Altona» signal meant the complete cancellation of the operation 

according to the «Barbarossa plan», and the «Dortmund» signal meant that the 

offensive against the USSR, as planned, would begin on June 22 at 3:15 a.m.  

Along the entire line of the Soviet-German border, German artillery was 

supposed to open fire at this time according to the «Barbarossa plan». And it opened 

it. Did the Red Army not respond, because Stalin believed that this was not the 

beginning of Germany's war against the USSR, but a pure "provocation" by mythical 

German generals from Hitler's personal letter to Stalin? 

According to German archival data, the Red Army's border aviation lost 1,489 

aircraft on the ground and 322 aircraft in the air "during this 4-hour provocation" 

[from 3:15 a.m. to 7:15 a.m.]. The figures of human losses of the Red Army and the 

civilian population of the USSR have not been officially announced anywhere. 

 

Military Order of the People's Commissar of Defense No.2 of June 22, 

1941, was signed with Stalin's consent only at 7:15 a.m.  
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This Order No. 2 read: "The troops should use all their forces and means to 

attack the enemy forces and destroy them in the areas where they violated the Soviet 

border. Do not cross the border until further notice by ground troops. Reconnaissance 

and combat aviation to establish enemy aircraft concentrations and the grouping of 

its ground forces. With powerful strikes of bomber and assault aircraft, destroy 

aircraft at enemy airfields and bomb the main groups of its ground forces. 

Air strikes should be carried out to the depth of German territory up to 100-

150 km. To bomb Konigsberg (today Kaliningrad) and Memel (a naval base and port 

in Lithuania). No raids should be carried out on the territory of Finland and Romania 

until special instructions are given." 

Stalin completely lost the GPW «debut» to Hitler. But later on, Stalin 

strategically won the entire war. He managed to move it from a short-term German 

blitzkrieg to a long-term position. 

He achieved at the same time the neutrality of Japan and Turkey, which never 

opened a second front against the USSR either in the Far East or in the 

Mediterranean Straits. 

But this did not save Japan from the atomic bombing by the United States in 

1945. USA twice [Hiroshima (August 6, 1945) and Nagasaki (August 9, 1945)  

They did bomb Japan with atomic bombs in 1945 with the sole purpose of 

stopping Stalin and preventing the Soviet occupation of the Japanese island of 

Hokkaido?  

Finding himself in a position of long-term war, into which Stalin transferred 

both the Second World War [WWII] and the Great Patriotic War [GPW], Hitler 

eventually turned out to be a complete political "loser." 

"Only the one who laughs last laughs well," who "wins for a long time," like 

Stalin, who already in December 1941 proposed to Eden, the British Foreign 

Secretary, to begin consultations on the post-war world order. 

Stalin had no doubt of his victory as early as December 1941, realizing that 

Hitler's blitzkrieg had failed, and Germany would not be able to win a long war 

against the USSR in principle. 

The "endgame" of this grandiose dramatic political party of the Great Patriotic 

War [GPW], in which, unfortunately, 27 million Soviet people died, remained with 

Stalin, to the complete displeasure of Churchill, who in 1945 had already prepared 

an "unthinkable cold war" against the USSR again. 

 

 

THE CONFLICT IN THE STRUGGLE FOR POWER BETWEEN STALIN, ON 

THE ONE HAND, AND TROTSKY AND FRUNZE, ON THE OTHER, WHICH 

CAUSED THE FAILURES OF THE RED ARMY IN THE OPERATIONS OF THE 

PERIOD 1941-1942 
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These huge losses in the Great Patriotic War might not have happened in 

principle. Stalin waged a fierce struggle for personal power in the USSR.  

De facto, he achieved the position of "red autocratic Napoleon" by physically 

eliminating Trotsky and, probably, Frunze, the organizers of the Red Army during 

the Civil War. He ruthlessly destroyed all those who questioned his personal 

authority. The practice of autocratic imperial Russia simply did not know otherwise. 

The Stalinist USSR de facto became the "red autocratic proletarian empire", the 

historical continuation of the empire of Peter I. 

According to Marshal Vasilevsky of the USSR, Hitler would not have attacked 

the USSR in 1941 if 503 people from the highest command of the Red Army who 

were repressed by Stalin would have been in the active army in 1941.  

Of the 767 senior military personnel who were in the army in 1936, Stalin 

repressed 503 people, of whom 412 were shot by him. 

In just 5 years, Stalin exterminated about 65% of the top command staff of the 

Red Army. During the entire war, less than 300 Soviet generals died and died of 

wounds, it turns out that Stalin himself destroyed the Soviet command staff of the 

Red Army 2 times more intensively than Hitler during the war.  

Stalin shot 3 out of 5 marshals, in 1936 there were 15 commanders of the 1st 

and 2nd ranks in the army, in 1941 19 were shot, i.e. those who were put in place of 

those already shot were also repressed, the same situation was with the flagships of 

the fleet and battleships, they did not have time to replace them.  

It was a highly professional Soviet general staff, well trained during the Civil 

War, created by Trotsky, the founder of the Red Army, whose return to the USSR 

Stalin was terrified of. But that is why Stalin simply did not trust these honored 

military men, devoted to the USSR, and for this reason left the Red Army without 

qualified officers for 1941. 

Hitler directly told his generals that this fact of Stalin's personal massacre of 

the Red Army's top commandos was the decisive factor in his decision to attack the 

USSR in 1941. 

"We must hurry before Stalin and the Red Army restore command and 

control personnel." 

There are no miracles in the world. Then how did Stalin manage to outplay 

the magnificent generals of Nazi Germany? 

The chief of Staff under Marshal S.K. Timoshenko saved the situation. It was 

Lieutenant General Alexei Innokentievich Antonov, who was the chief of staff of 

the front, commanded by Marshal of the USSR Timoshenko. 

 https://dzen.ru/a/W5F3yDQ9bACp9Rne\ 

Marshal of the Soviet Union A.M. Vasilevsky said the following about four-

star General Antonov (from the presentation for the award of the Order of Lenin, 

February 1945): 

 

https://dzen.ru/a/W5F3yDQ9bACp9Rne/
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"Four-star General Antonov A.I., being the First Deputy Chief of the General 

Staff, has actually been bearing the brunt of the work of the Chief of the General 

Staff at the Headquarters of the Supreme High Command since the spring of 1943 

and is fully coping with it. He perfectly manages the work of the entire Central 

Office of the NGO." Antonov planned all the operations of the Red Army. Stalin 

only signed them. In 1943-1945,  

Antonov visited Stalin's Kremlin office alone no less than 238 times — 

more than anyone from the leadership of the USSR Armed Forces, and more 

than all the commanders of all fronts during the entire war combined. 

All the military suddenly noticed that since Antonov's arrival at the General 

Staff, Stalin had changed dramatically. It was as if he had been replaced. They did 

not make a single strategic mistake. 

Stalin did not give Antonov either the title of Hero of the USSR or the title of 

Marshal of the USSR, although all the front commanders subordinate to him were 

Marshals of the USSR and Heroes of the USSR, with the exception of Marshal 

Tolbukhin, who was awarded the title of Hero posthumously.  

The military parade on Red Square in Moscow on May 1, 1945 during 

the Second World War and GPW was hosted by four-star General Antonov.  

But Stalin did not want anyone to know that Antonov, not Stalin, was the real 

Generalissimo of the USSR. Stalin had no choice: in order to be the "Generalissimo 

of the Soviet Union" himself, Antonov should never have been in a position above 

the four-star General, and he should never have been a Hero of the USSR, no matter 

what his merits. But these merits could not be overlooked even by Stalin.  

Therefore. On June 4, 1945, "for skillfully fulfilling the tasks of the Supreme 

High Command in conducting large-scale combat operations," the four-star General 

Antonov was "illegally" awarded the USSR's highest military order of Victory, 

which was not due to his low military status, in complete violation of the formal 

rules for awarding this military order. They could only be awarded the status of 

Marshal of the USSR, provided that this Marshal was a Hero of the USSR. 

Antonov was technically neither one nor the other. He died on June 18, 1962 

in Moscow. The urn with the ashes of the general is immured in the Kremlin wall on 

Red Square (No. 42-left). If it hadn't been for Stalin's death in 1953, would Antonov's 

four-star General have met the fate of Marshals Tukhachevsky, Egorov, and 

Blucher? But even posthumously, they refused to make him a Hero of the USSR or 

Russia, Marshal of the USSR or Russia, and Generalissimo of the USSR or Russia, 

which he really was. It was four-star General Antonov who was the real 

"Generalissimo of Victory." Let's pay tribute to him today, posthumously.  

He is a true «Generalissimo of Russia», the Winner of the Great Patriotic War 

[GPW], to whom the Motherland did not even erect a worthy monument. Such 

are the "grimaces" of Russian History. 
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PS I.  

A personal letter from Hitler to Stalin. [Hitler's "Teutonic Stratagem"] 

On May 14, 1941, the Fuhrer sent Stalin the following very "cunning" 

personal letter, with which Hitler "deceived" Stalin: 

"I am writing this letter at a time when I finally came to the conclusion that it 

is impossible to achieve lasting peace in Europe - not only for us, but also for future 

generations without the final collapse of England. and the destruction of it as a state.  

As you well know, I have long decided to implement a number of military 

measures to achieve this goal. The closer the hour of the decisive battle approaches, 

the greater the number of problems I face.  

For the masses of the German people, no war is popular, and especially the 

war against England, because the German people consider the British to be a 

fraternal people, and the war between us is a tragic event. I will not conceal from 

you that I have thought the same way and have offered peace terms to England 

several times.  

However, the insulting responses to my proposals and the increasing 

expansion of the British in the field of military operations - with a clear desire to 

drag the whole world into war, convinced me that there is no way out of this situation 

except by invading the British Isles.  

British intelligence cunningly began to use the concept of "fratricidal warfare" 

for their own purposes, using it in their propaganda - and not without success.  

Opposition to my decision began to grow in many elements of German 

society, including representatives of high-ranking circles. You probably know that 

one of my deputies, Herr Hess, flew to London in a fit of madness to awaken a sense 

of unity among the British. According to my information, such sentiments are shared 

by several generals of my army, especially those who have relatives in England.  

These circumstances require special measures. In order to organize troops 

away from British eyes and in connection with recent operations in the Balkans, a 

significant number of my troops, about 80 divisions, are located near the borders of 

the Soviet Union. Perhaps this gives rise to rumors about the possibility of a 

military conflict between us. 

I want to assure you, and I give you my word of honor, that this is not true. In 

this situation, it is impossible to exclude accidental episodes of military clashes. 

Due to the significant concentration of troops, these episodes can reach 

significant proportions, making it difficult to determine who started first.  

I want to be completely honest with you. I am afraid that some of my generals 

may deliberately start a conflict in order to save England from her impending fate 

and ruin my plans. We are talking about a time of more than a month. Starting from 

about June 15-20 [1941], I plan to begin a massive transfer of troops from your 

borders to the West. 
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Accordingly, I earnestly ask you, as far as possible, not to succumb to 

provocations that may become the work of those of my generals who have forgotten 

their duty. 

And, of course, do not attach much importance to them. It has become almost 

impossible to avoid provocation by my generals 

I ask for restraint, not to respond to provocations and to contact me 

immediately through the channels known to you.  

This is the only way we can achieve common goals, which I believe have been 

agreed upon. 

 

I look forward to meeting [with you] in July [1941, in Moscow, in response 

to Molotov's visit to Berlin, November 12-14, 1940]. sincerely yours, 

 

 

Adolf Hitler." 

https://web.archive.org/web/20200129194026/https:/rg.ru/2008/06/20/stalin-

gitler.html 

 

 

PS II. 

Stalin did either "believe" Hitler and expect to meet with him in July 1941? 

Or did Stalin think that he had once again "outsmarted" Hitler? Stalin has been dead 

for a long time, and therefore this question just hangs in the air. 

Stalin's personal reply letter to Hitler was not found? Most likely, the answer 

to this personal letter from the Fuhrer dated May 14, 1941, was the official "TASS 

Message" dated June 14, 1941, that is, exactly one month later, as it should be for 

the state bureaucracy to formally respond to any letter addressed to it, even if this 

letter was received personally by Stalin from "Hitler himself"? 

 

…. . 

STALIN J.V. (1939)     HITLER А. (1939) 

 

https://web.archive.org/web/20200129194026/https:/rg.ru/2008/06/20/stalin-gitler.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20200129194026/https:/rg.ru/2008/06/20/stalin-gitler.html
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MESSING WOLF (1939)  Генерал армии А. И. Антонов 

 

Messing Wolf Grigorievich combined both Hitler and Stalin in his life story. 

All three are connected by legends. You can believe in them, and you can disbelieve 

in them.  

Messing Wolf Grigorievich was born on September 10, 1899 in the Polish 

town of Gura Kalvaria on the outskirts of the Russian Empire. In 1971, he was 

awarded the title of Honored Artist of the RSFSR.  

The great seer died on November 8, 1974, having accurately predicted the day 

of his death. He was brought to Stalin in 1939 after his escape from Hitler from 

Poland. The distrustful leader gave the world-famous telepath a series of tests.  

Messing completed all the tasks and then often talked with the leader in the 

Kremlin and at the cottage. He never shared the essence of these conversations with 

anyone.  

There is a legend that on October 16, 1941, Stalin refused to evacuate to 

Kuibyshev at the very last moment. He returned back to the Kremlin directly 

from the train station. The day before, he allegedly had a long conversation with 

Messing? 

"Ten days after the invasion of the fascist army into the USSR, Stalin 

summoned Wolf Messing to a meeting of the Politburo, where he directly asked: 

"Comrade Messing, the party is asking you, when do you think the war will end?"  

"Comrade Stalin," Messing replied, "the war will end in 1945, on May 8th. 

The USSR will win." The German surrender was signed on the night of May 8-9, 

1945. But then, in 1941, Beria said, "We will win much sooner!"  

The Politburo froze. Stalin paced gloomily along the table. He was startled by 

Messing's response. "Thank you, Comrade Messing. You're free to go." 

After this meeting of the Politburo, on July 3, 1941, Stalin officially spoke on 

the radio.  
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This was his first address to the Soviet people, as head of the USSR 

Government, since the beginning of the Great Patriotic War. The text of the speech 

was published in the newspaper «Pravda». 

Messing bought two combat aircraft for the Red Army with all his 

savings. He received an official telegram from Stalin on this occasion, with 

thanks. 

After Stalin's death, the date of which he also accurately predicted, Messing 

flatly refused to participate in any Khrushchev shows against Stalin.  

Messing died of a heart condition. A deposit of almost 1 million Soviet rubles 

was found on his savings account, which corresponded to about 1 million 700 

thousand dollars at the exchange rate of 1974. Under Stalin, Messing Wolf 

Grigorievich was among the untouchable elite of the USSR. And he was very rich.  

He served Stalin and the USSR faithfully all his life. Figuratively speaking, 

Messing may be doing play the de facto role of the "guardian angel" of Joseph Stalin 

and the USSR? His historical role may be greatly underestimated? 

Is the huge historical role of four-star General Alexei Innokentievich 

Antonov also greatly underestimated? 

Is the historical role of Joseph Vissarionovich Stalin himself also greatly 

underestimated? After all, he found both Messing and Antonov, and won, albeit in 

the Jesuit way, in this completely "Jesuit war"? 

Question: was it possible to win it with "white gloves"?  

History does not provide an answer to this question. There is never a word 

"last" in history, there is always only the word "limit" in it." … 

Pushkin A.S. wrote a poem in Moscow on September 29, 1830: "Hero": 

 

"May the light of truth be cursed, 

When mediocrity is cold, 

Envious, greedy of temptation, 

He is idly pleasing! — no! 

The darkness of low truths is dearer to me 

Of the uplifting deception... 

Leave the hero a heart! What do 

Will he be without it? The tyrant..." 

 

"Stalin has not gone into the past, he has disappeared into our future, no matter how 

sad it may be for many." 

The epigraph of the French writer Pierre Courtade to the book by Edgar Morin 

"On the nature of the USSR. The Totalitarian Complex and the New Empire" 

"After my death, a pile of garbage will be placed on my grave, but the wind 

of history will mercilessly scatter it" (Stalin) 
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Stalin was not thinking about himself, he was thinking about what History 

would say about his deeds. Julius Caesar and Napoleon I Bonaparte thought the same 

way about it. Surely, they wanted to be thought of better than they really were?  

Is that why they left us, their descendants, their own memoirs, collected works 

with their own "objective assessments and independent conclusions," as well as 

numerous archives of judicial "fair" cases and no less "fair" court verdicts and 

decisions? Therefore: "Everyone sees only that, that he understands" and "Judges 

others according to the measure of his depravity."  

"Language is given to man in order to hide his thoughts," the wise Talleyrand 

taught in a dispute with Napoleon Bonaparte, whose role in our time was repeated 

to a certain extent by Stalin, who shared the point of view of academician Evgeny 

Viktorovich Tarle, who wrote the monograph "Napoleon" [1933]] in the year Hitler 

came to power in Germany. Stalin did get the "program of his rule" from Tarle's 

book about Napoleon?" 

«"Stalin abroad, especially the left-wing part of the Russian emigration, was 

often compared to Bonaparte. Stalin knew this.  

«Reading Napoleon, he could unwittingly put himself in the place of the 

main character of the book. Although Napoleon was the leader of a bourgeois state, 

according to Marxist principles, it was as progressive in relation to the surrounding 

feudal world as proletarian Russia was now in relation to the bourgeois world.»  

«Stalin could also see some features of his personal resemblance to Napoleon 

– for example, both worked 16-18 hours a day and demanded the same selfless work 

from subordinates. » 

"So, it was important for Stalin to extract useful, in his opinion, things from 

the Napoleonic experience of state-building and, at the same time, avoid mistakes 

that eventually led to the fall of Napoleon." 

"Napoleon abolished the freedom of the press during the revolutionary period, 

leaving in Paris at first only thirteen daily newspapers, and then only four.  

Their content was completely censored and was almost identical. Isn't this 

how the mass media were built in the Stalinist and post–Stalinist times?" 

"Napoleon started "workbooks" - Stalin did the same thing by creating 

compulsory workbooks for all workers and employees of the USSR.  

Napoleon left only the scenery for the legislative elections – Stalin made a 

show of the constitution and parliament, emasculating and dissecting the contents of 

both." 

"Napoleon stopped the persecution of the church and made it an instrument of 

the state – Stalin did the same, although not immediately." 

Finally, Napoleon was building a great French power, restoring much of what 

had been familiar since the days of the royal monarchy.  
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While strengthening the "state of workers and peasants," Stalin also took a lot 

from the pre-revolutionary past and found more and more taste in feeling like the 

autocrat of a vast empire." 

"Stalin could even learn the idea of preventive repression against his inner 

circle from the historical experience of Napoleon.  

In the end, did not those who were favored by the French emperor and elevated 

to a high degree of power, Marshals Marmont, Augereau, and former Foreign 

Minister Talleyrand, betray the French emperor?" 

"Tarle was supposed to glorify Stalin's deeds in a huge historical opus that 

would become as fundamental as The History of the Russian State by N.M. 

Karamzin. 

In 1948, the academician received an order from Stalin to write a series of 

three books on, respectively:  

1) The Northern War [about Peter Ist the Great],  

2) Russia's war with Napoleon [about Napoleon Ist Bonaparte] and  

3) The Great Patriotic War [about Stalin "Ist the Great"? 

Tarle's book "The Northern War" was published in 1949. Tarle published a 

book about the War of 1812, The Invasion of Napoleon in Russia, back in 1941.  

But this book was criticized in the party press, and Tarle began to overhaul it. 

The work dragged on, and in 1953 Stalin died, and the order disappeared by itself. 

"Tarle, in addition to the usual material benefits for the "cream" of the Soviet 

scientific elite at that time – a luxury apartment, a car with a personal chauffeur and 

servants – also used a separate saloon car provided to him by the leader, attached to 

trains, to travel around the country!" 

https://dzen.ru/a/XRyyvYdZkACsP4rI?utm_source=dzen_suggest 

 

Former Russian Prime Minister S. Stepashin believes [July 15, 2025] that the 

Anglo-Saxons and Kabbalists of the entire West have united today and rushed to 

Russia with the slogan: "this is our last and decisive battle" with the "Marseillaise" 

under the banner of the new American candidate for "Napoleon Bonaparte"? 

 

https://dzen.ru/news/story/886691e0-28d4-5cb1-ad76-

59869fedef0f?lang=ru&from=main_portal&fan=1&annot_type=trust&t=17525600

41&persistent_id=3195361286&cl4url=4072372b53ec5ef66ed0a2be8d478f0d&tst

=1752560818&story=e3748009-ddda-59d9-b0f6-3f42f8e82267 

WWW.KP.RU: https://www.kp.ru/daily/27633.3/4983142/Вольф 

WWW.KP.RU: https://www.kp.ru/daily/27633.3/4983142/ 

https://dzen.ru/a/XRyyvYdZkACsP4rI?utm_source=dzen_suggest
https://dzen.ru/news/story/886691e0-28d4-5cb1-ad76-59869fedef0f?lang=ru&from=main_portal&fan=1&annot_type=trust&t=1752560041&persistent_id=3195361286&cl4url=4072372b53ec5ef66ed0a2be8d478f0d&tst=1752560818&story=e3748009-ddda-59d9-b0f6-3f42f8e82267
https://dzen.ru/news/story/886691e0-28d4-5cb1-ad76-59869fedef0f?lang=ru&from=main_portal&fan=1&annot_type=trust&t=1752560041&persistent_id=3195361286&cl4url=4072372b53ec5ef66ed0a2be8d478f0d&tst=1752560818&story=e3748009-ddda-59d9-b0f6-3f42f8e82267
https://dzen.ru/news/story/886691e0-28d4-5cb1-ad76-59869fedef0f?lang=ru&from=main_portal&fan=1&annot_type=trust&t=1752560041&persistent_id=3195361286&cl4url=4072372b53ec5ef66ed0a2be8d478f0d&tst=1752560818&story=e3748009-ddda-59d9-b0f6-3f42f8e82267
https://dzen.ru/news/story/886691e0-28d4-5cb1-ad76-59869fedef0f?lang=ru&from=main_portal&fan=1&annot_type=trust&t=1752560041&persistent_id=3195361286&cl4url=4072372b53ec5ef66ed0a2be8d478f0d&tst=1752560818&story=e3748009-ddda-59d9-b0f6-3f42f8e82267
https://www.kp.ru/daily/27633.3/4983142/Вольф
https://www.kp.ru/daily/27633.3/4983142/

